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Supplementary file 1. Interview Guide

Interview Guide
Participant information sheet and consent form will be sent to respondents and consent

sought before conducting the interview.

The medicine pricing policies for our discussions are:
1. Framework contract for high demand medicines
2. Value Added Tax (VAT) exemptions for essential medicines and for active

pharmaceutical inputs (API), manufacturing inputs and packaging materials
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Introduction to respondents

Tell me about your organization and its areas of focus and role in the health sector?
Tell me about your role in the organisation and your specific areas of focus in relation

to access to essential medicines?

Implementation approaches to policy implementation [for each medicine pricing

policy]

. Which implementation processes, mechanisms and timelines were anticipated, why and

by whom? In your opinion were these implementation processes, mechanisms, and
timelines appropriate and what would you recommend moving forward?

How are the policies currently implemented (in relation to implementation processes,
steps, resources allocated, timing, involvement of actors, role of evidence etc) and why?
Which stakeholders were expected to engage in policy implementation, how and in
what capacities or roles and why? How does this compare with any evidence of actual
stakeholder involvements? What is your role in implementation process? Who else
should be added and why? Were there stakeholders who opposed the implementation
of these policies and why?

What other policies and laws facilitate or constrain this medicine pricing policy, how

and why?

Evidence of policy implementation and facilitators and barriers [for each

medicine pricing policy]

. What (if any) is the evidence of effective implementation (or unsuccessful

implementation) of these policies (in relation to reducing prices of medicines and
improving access to services)?

What other policies and laws facilitate or constrain this medicine pricing policy, how
and why?

Which other contextual facilitators affected the implementation of these policies, how
and why? [For example, political, social, economic context etc.]

Which other contextual barriers affected the implementation of these policies, how and
why?

Are there other health policies that are implemented well that we can learn from?



