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The reference data was obtained from two questions in the Thematic Household Survey. The
first question is “Percentage of persons who were entitled to medical benefits provided by

employers/companies and/or covered by individually purchased medical insurance among all
persons.” The second one is “Only entitled to medical benefits provided by
employers/companies.” Let a denote the result of the first question, and b denote the results of
the second question. The percentage of population with individual health insurance is a*(1-b).

A survey was usually conducted over the course of several months. We took the median date as
the reference date for each survey. Results of different dates are connected linearly.

Table S1: Percentage of population with individual health insurance from six Thematic

Household Surveys

Report November December October January December September
Release 2019 2017 2015 2013 2010 2009
Date
Survey November October March to October November February to
Date 2018 to 2016 to August 2011 to 2009 to May 2008

February 2019 January 2014 January February 2010

2017 2012

Convert to 12/31/2018 12/1/2016 6/1/2014 12/1/2011 12/31/2009 3/31/2008
an exact
date in our
model
Percentag 35.31% 34.39% 32.43% 27.22% 25.11% 23.53%
e of
population
with health
insurance

From 12/31/2018 to 3/31/2019, we assumed the same growth rate as the one from 12/1/2016 to
12/31/2018. This leads to the result of 35.42% (converted to 3/31/2019 as an exact date in our

model).

From 4/1/2019 (when Voluntary Health Insurance Scheme was introduced) to 12/31/2019, we

assume a 5% annual growth rate based on a Hong Kong Legislative Council Paper No.

CB(4)1196/20-21(05) titled “Legislative Council Panel on Health Services: Update on the

Voluntary Health Insurance Scheme” (9 July 2021). This leads to the result of 36.77%
(converted to 12/31/2019 as an exact date in our model).




